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SUBJ: ARCHBISHOP SERAPHIM/AMBASSADOR TASCA: 

OUTLOOK POR REGIME 

1. DURING PRANK CONVERSATION MAY 9 WITH ARCHBISHOP 
SERAPHIM, AMBASSADOR TASCA OBSERVED GREECE WAS ENTERING 
CRITICAL PERIOD WHEN PORWARD MOVEMENT WITH BLESSING OP 
ARMED FORCES IS REQUIRED. WHILE PORM OF GOVERNMENT IS 
CLEARLY MATTER POR GREEK PEOPLE TO DECIDE, AMBASSADOR 
SAID HE PELT CONSTRAINED TO POINT OUT ALTERNATIVE TO 
EVOLUTION WOULD BE DARK PAGE IN GREEK HISTORY WHICH 
COULD ONLY BENEPIT OUR ENEMIES. AMBASSADOR OBSERVED 
PRESENT LACK OP NATIONAL CONSENSUS PRESENTS HAZARDOUS 
SITUATION. HE NOTED MANY DOUBT WHETHER ARMY CAN REFLECT 
POPULAR WILL. IN THE ABSENCE OP CONCILIATION AMONG KEY 
PACTORS IN SOCIETY, SITUATION OP INSTABILITY DEVELOPS. 

2. ARCHBISHOP COMMENTED THAT CHANGE MOVING TOWARD POLITICAL 
NORMALITY WOULD HAVE TO COME PROM WITHIN ARMY BECAUSE 
OTHERWISE NATION WOULD PIND ITSELP IN THROES OF CIVIL 
UPHEAVAL. AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT IMPORTANT POINT WHICH 
HISTORY BEARS OUT IS THAT GOVERNMENTS DO NOT ENDURE 
WITHOUT POPULAR SUPPORT. ARCHBISHOP CAST DOUBT ON 
SINCERITY OP PORMER POLITICIANS TO WHICH AMBASSADOR 
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IT REGARDLESS OE PAST POLITICAL EXPERIENCE. HE ADDED 
THAT AMERICANS EXPECT MORE FROM GREEKS, BELIEVEING LATTER 
DESERVE SPECIAL PLACE IN ANNUALS OE POLITICAL THOUGHT AND 
IN LIGHT OP NATION'S MANY ACHIEVEMENTS S. 

3. AMBASSADOR QUERIED HOW MODERN GREECE COULD BE EXPECTED 
TO TOLERATE SEVEN YEARS OF MILITARY RULE, MARTIAL LAW, 
REOPENING OP CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND ARREST OP MEN SUCH AS 
GEORGE MAVROS, PRESS CENSORSHIP AND ABSENCE OP CIVIL 
LIBERTIES. AMBASSADOR ADDED THAT GREEK MILITARY 
WOULD REMAIN PUNDAMENTAL PACTOR IN POLITICAL EVOLUTION; 
ARMED FORCES HAVE GREATGTRUST AND RESPONSIBILITY WHICH 
CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO PAIL OR GREECE WOULD PIND ITSELF 
SLIPPING INTO SELF-DESTRUCTION. AMBASSADOR MADE 
ADDITIONAL POINT THAT HELLENIC ARMY NOW IN RISKY 
POSITION OF HAVING TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL 
ACTIONS, INCLUDING MISTAKES. GREEK PEOPLE WILL COME 
TO BLAME MILITARY LEADERS FOR LATTER. AMBASSADOR 
CONCLUDED THAT U.S. IS NOT SEEKING TO INTERVENE BUT ON 
CONTRARY WISHES TO REMAIN FRIENDLY ALLY CONSISTENT WITH 
TRADITIONAL RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

TASCA 
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